
 

 
 
 

Newsletter December 2025 
 

There is plenty of news about 2025 and the prospects for 2026!  
 
But first this: This year there have been border conflicts between Cambodia 
and Thailand again. These are decades old and are concentrated around 
disputed areas in the vicinity of the Preah-Vihear temple. Recently, there has 
been an escalation, resulting in fierce fighting, the closure of the border with 
Thailand and a ceasefire that seemed to hold. So the situation is not stable. 
Especially the Don Bosco branch in Poipet, in the border area, was forced to 
close the school. We hope that the conflict can soon be definitively resolved 
and that peace will return. 
 

 

         SSCR has realized several useful projects in 2025.  
As in previous years, Wilde Ganzen has co-financed 
our projects. We thank them very much for this. 

 
                      

Schools and training 
 

Computers are indispensable in Cambodia! Due to many sponsors under which 
the new sponsor Unesco Centrum Nederland the foundation could complete 
the fundraising for the purchase of various computers at the Don Bosco schools 
in Kep, Salabalath and Phnom Penh this year. We hope to be able to finalize the 
installation of a all computers before end of the year. A good sign is that again 
funds have also been raised locally as a result of the “Change the Game” 
campaign from Wilde Ganzen.          

 



 
 

We also hope to be able to complete the financing of the expansion of the solar 
panels in Kep, which also includes local funds. If successful, the solar panels can 
be installed in 2026.  
Thanks to the donations of our loyal sponsors, just under 100 students have 
been financially supported to go to school during 2025. Almost all students in 
the final year have completely finished their school education with an exam; 
only a few left school without a diploma because they had to go to work. The 
graduates are expected to be able to get started smoothly and well with their 
solid professional training.  
 

 
 

Foundation Hopeful Children Center has restored the kitchen and bathrooms of 
the student housing with SSCR support. 
SSCR also helped DARA Foundation in the final steps of their community centre 
project in a slum in Phnom Penh. The community centre annex school has been 
opened in a festive way and put into use. Children from poor families in 
particular receive tutoring in regular school subjects and in the use of 
computers. 
SSCR has also given a donation to the expansion of the successful farm project 
of the Cambodia Dutch Organization. This project gives farmers more 
knowledge about drying the harvest, so that their products remain fresh for 
longer. 

 



Once again SSCR helped Rise against Hunger, an organization with a big heart, 
with the provision of (school) meals and Room to Read, another worldwide 
organization, with the provision of textbooks for schools and libraries in 
Cambodia. 
                       

Construction of a home for Alzheimer's patients in India 
 

Construction work for this project is progressing more slowly than planned. 
First of all, because local fundraising is slower; this is a result of the fact that 
the entire team of Franciscan Sisters has been given new positions abroad and 
new Sisters have to settle in. In addition, an unprecedented period of rain has 
occurred in India, which has unexpectedly delayed construction on the site. 
Fundraising in the Netherlands is also less successful than expected. SSCR is still 
looking for additional donors for this important project. Every contribution, 
large or small, helps SSCR in the realization of this urgently needed Alzheimer's 
home. 
 

 
 

In May, the contractor started excavating the hill, so that construction could 
start at street level. The trees were cut down and stored elsewhere and the 
excavation was finally completed. In the meantime, despite the heavy rain, the 
foundation of the building has been successfully realized. The contractor hopes 
that the unusual rainy season will soon be over. The planning is that 18 - 24 
months will be needed for the construction of the entire building (ground floor 
+ 2 floors + the inventory). With a bit of luck, the entire building will be ready in 
the course of 2027 at the latest.  
 

Drinking water projects for the underprivileged in Sri Lanka 
 

The Dutch Foundation Kanslozen Sri Lanka  has been providing sustainable 
water and sanitation facilities at schools in the interior of Sri Lanka for 20 years.  



To date, the foundation has successfully funded and completed 250 school 
projects, directly improving the lives of more than 150,000 boys and girls and 
reaching another 300,000 people indirectly. The facilities are built at schools 
where children have difficulty accessing clean water and hygienic situations. 
The measures allow students to study in a safe and healthy environment from 
now on . In 2025, SSCR will contribute to the construction of drinking water 
facilities for several schools in Sri Lanka for the first time. 
 

Outlook 2026                                  
 

SSCR expects to be able to financially support approximately 100 students 
during their school and vocational training through your donations in 2026. 
When the funding for the planned solar panels is arranged, the solar panels will 
be installed at the school in Kep in 2026. 
Approximately 100 teachers from the Don Bosco schools will participate in 8 
different courses. In this way, SSCR hopes to improve the quality of education 
within the Don Bosco Foundation of Cambodia. 
For the Don Bosco school in Salabalath, where there is an agricultural course, 
we also want to make a number of improvements possible. It concerns very 
practical matters such as some building repair and painting work, improvement 
of the access road and the construction of a small stage for events. 
In India, the construction of the home for Alzheimer's patients will continue. 
With the co-financing of Wilde Ganzen and donations from SSCR it is expected 
that the Human Voluntary Welfare Association in India will be able to set up 18 
mini-libraries in 18 government schools in Andhra Pradesh in the district of East 
Godavari. If you are looking for a very useful and small-scale project before 
Christmas, we can heartily recommend this project for a donation. As usual, 
your donation will be increased by Wilde Ganzen with a premium of 50% and 
will be used for 100%  to the investment in books and bookcases for 18 rural 
schools.   
In Sri Lanka, SSCR donations will make it possible to build clean drinking water 
infrastructure in several inland schools.  
Through SSCR support to Room to Read, new textbooks can be purchased and 
Rise against Hunger will again be able to provide many hot school meals to 
needy schoolchildren in 2026 through your donations received by SSCR. 
 

Thank you very much!   
   

In 2025 , many of you will have helped us again, with your incentive and your 
donations. For pupils and students, your support means being able to follow a 
thorough education. It's an opportunity to escape poverty! On their behalf, we 



would like to thank you very much for your encouragement, your contribution 
and for your trust in the projects of the Cambodia Rotterdam School Project 
Foundation.  
 
We wish you and your loved ones 
 

 
                                                                                                 
 

The SSCR team: Theo Ostermann, Rolf Renzow, Kyra van Breukelen, Marie-
Claire Erens and Bart van Merriënboer. 
 
 
ING Bank, Amsterdam; account name: Stichting Scholenproject Cambodja Rotterdam 
Account number / IBAN: NL88 INGB 0004 2588 70; Swift/BIC: INGBNL2A 

    
PS.: if you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, you can send an e-mail to: info@sscr.nl 

 


